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One of my early careers was screen-printing t-shirts, lots and lots of shirts, somewhere around 15,000 by the time 
| got tired of this type of work. These are some of the fun shirts | printed, shown here by row, front, and back. The 
first is a promo shirt for the film “Rollerball” (film reissued, 1976), made for a showing at the Pawnee Four Theaters 
in Wichita. “Logan’s Run” (1976) was printed for the staff at the K-42 Drive-in Theater, each employee job role had 
a different title on the back. “Sandman” was for the ramp crew who patrolled the lot for persons trying to sneak in 
(which was my job). “Monster Island Radio” this one came later and was a Color Xerox transfer, a promo for my 
KMUW Aftermidnight radio show, which went on air in 1983. 


\ 


| was a big fan of the made-for-television movie “The Night Stalker” (1974), a then-current day story of a 
vampire in Los Angles being investigated by a newspaper reporter played by Darren Mcgavin as “Kolchak.” 
This is my first and only airbrush painting, the illustration fad of when | was in high school. 
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A concept drawing (above) for a Spi- 

der-Tank to created for use in a comic 
story or film, also a two-person space 
ship from around 1977. 






| later built a replica of the Spider-Tank (photo) with a 
bipedal dinosaur creature crew, and a Gattling Gun 
mounted behind the cockpit. One dinosaur operates 
the gun, and the other is spotting targets with a pair 
of binoculars. 
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One of the screen-printing t-shirt jobs | had was part of a company called “TCP” which stood for “Traffic 
Control Products.’ It was owned by a larger company called “AMP” which housed all of its subsidiary 
companies under the TCP company name and building. TCP rented traffic control signs and barriers to 
construction sites in Wichita, it also contained an Interstate Highway sign building division, an aircraft 
short-take-off and landing kit manufacturer, and a t-shirt printing shop. These businesses were all run at 
the same time in one massive warehouse in South Wichita, with the t-shirt shop located as an area 
outlined by a yellow tape square in the middle of the shop. 


When the t-shirt business was slow, | was moved over into the Traffic Control division or to help to print 
large Interstate Highway sign emblems. Working the Traffic Control area was terrifying because, as the 
least essential employee, | was always elected to be the person to go out onto a highway and try to 
divert traffic so that the rest of the team could set up the traffic barriers marking an upcoming roadway 
construction project. 


This design was for the parent company AMP’s bowling league shirts, the AMP company built the 
famous Wichita sculpture pieces “Tripodal” and artist Black Bear Bosin’s “Keeper of the Plains.’ 
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When | attended Emporia State University, | lived in the dorms. The director of my dorm at that time, a guy 
named Rich (who later wound up working at The University of Kansas and also living in the same 


Lawrence neighborhood ), he decided to improve the appearance of the dorms from being reasonably 
bland. 


Each floor in my dorm, called “Twin Towers,’ was to form a committee to pick an image for a mural to 
decorate the back wall of the communal television room. The wall painting would be the first thing you 
saw if you rode the elevator to the floor. The committee choose the cover of the famous album at that 
time, Jackson Brown's “Running on Empty.’ | was the one hired to create the painting since I'd had some 
success with an airbrush they decided | should paint it with spray paints. It took two weeks to complete; 
you can see the scale by the faint appearance of the cinder block wall showing through the paint. 
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As an art student at The University of Emporia in the late 1970s, my sculpture instructor Richard Stauffer, 
upon seeing my drawings (above), told me that he saw them as becoming welded steel sculptures. He 
taught me how to weld, and | began producing many steel sculptures throughout the next twenty years. 
The top shows the original drawing that Stauffer selected, the bottom photo is the welded version, which 
was my first welded sculpture. 
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A bicycle machine built-in 1976 out of several old bikes, a school desk seat, and an improvised steel 
rod framework. My intention was to build a working vehicle that | could ride, but it turned out to be 
not precisely something the was safe to ride around. Like most of the larger-scale sculptures that | 
built, this one wound up sitting in a backyard until it rusted so badly it was cut up and thrown out. 
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After | learned how to weld, | began the ambitious project of Sie an entire suit of armor. | 
designed the complete suit, then started assembling the piece, when | started putting metal plates 
onto the back section of the suit the heat started wrapping the frame. | decided to keep the front 
part to just use it as a costume. The helmet of the suit was nearly completed but ran into problems 


as well. (next page) 
30 


This mask was built by welded together fused steel rods with hinged spring-loaded jaw piece. The 
blown glass eye and forehead were created by my sculpture instructor Richard Stauffer, by 
blowing molten glass bubbles into the metal openings. The mask was originally going to be the 


helmet for my suit of armor (previous page), although, with the blown glass inserted, the 
headpiece became much too heavy to wear. 
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These are concept drawings from 
a science fiction story | was 
working in 1976. Part of the story 
featured space ships designed to 
allow escape from a planet; the 
ships were stored earlier in 
hidden silos (bottom illustration). 
The ship could then launch by 
inflating a series of three giant 
balloons that would lift the 
vessel to a safe altitude where 
the engine rockets could then 
ignite without destroying the 
ship. The silos were built to 
contain the ship using as small of 
a space as possible so that the 
ship would be more natural to 
conceal beneath a set of retract- 
able doors. Once the ship was 
lifted by the balloons when the 
rockets ignited, the ship could 
reach an orbit around the plant. 
The drawing above shows the 
launch craft docked with it's 
larger counterpart vessel that 
contained living quarters. The 
larger space docking vessel was 
already placed in orbit equipped 
for a long journey. 








Like many young people, | always dreamed of being in a Rock band. In 1976 | wanted to have a syn- 
thesizer band that performed in elaborate stage sets. | used to design fantasy stage sets for my 
group, this is probably one of the better ones. The band would be concealed at the beginning of a 
concert inside large semi-transparent half-shells, which would rotate around the band members, 
revealing them. The plan included where stage lighting or projectors could also be concealed 
underneath the stage. Later in 1984, | did form a band, since everyone | knew was only interested in 
playing guitars, | made up a synthesizer band called “The Variation Wave,’ playing all the parts 
myself. Recordings of the group sold well, and the group was also asked to perform live, which was 
nearly impossible since the band was just made-up fiction. 
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| was hired as one of the first projectionists at the refurbished Marple Theater in downtown Wichita, 
around 1979. In the early days of movie theaters, theaters would hire artists to paint custom posters that 
were displayed to announce the films showing for that week. | asked if | would be allowed to paint similar 
posters for the Marple Theater. But, since | had underestimated the amount of time involved in creating a 
new poster for each week, only a few posters were created. | later did similar poster work for Wichita State 
University’s CAC Theater. 














Once | was hired as a graphic designer for a 
cable television station in 1983 as their 
graphic designer. | designed several projects 
for them before | quit because no one at the 
station knew what they were doing. The 
comedian named “Sinbad” had one of his first 
jobs there, driving up from Tulsa to perform 
hosting duties on a talk show. 


| stumbled onto their current website by 
accident and found that they were still using 
the logo | designed for their show “Your Hour” 
is still in use, 25 years later. The photo to the 
left is a website photo of a neon sign version 
of the logo, which they still use on the televi- 
sion program on KCTU-TV in Wichita. 





| don’t remember how | got this job, but | was hired to create all of the logos and signage for a night club in 
Wichita called “The Magic Machine”. Here are two examples, the first is for the main sign logo that was 
turned into a large lighted sign that stood on the street. The second is the front cover logo for their menus. 
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When | was elected chairman of the Wichita State University “Flick Committee” in 1983, the 
committee chooses the films shown in the campus theater. | thought it would be cool to make 
a unique poster for a showing of the film. Using an actual German World War Il propaganda 
poster as the template, | updated the WWII poster into a movie poster for the film. The printed 
movie poster turned out to looking great, after all the posters were hung on bulletin boards in 
buildings around the campus to advertise the film showing; all of the copies were all stolen by 
the next day. 
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During the 1980s, the owner of the favored used record store in Wichita "Poverty Records, Ken Grotewiel 
decided that the store needed a new sign. Since I'd already created several local logo designs, he hired me to 
create a new one for the store. Above is my original concept drawing, and below is the finished painted sign 
during its installation onto the store's exterior (in the photo, the old store logo was still mounted on the front 
of the building). Steve King, who took this photo, and | also painted the sign. 
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Here are a few more of my favorite t-shirt designs. “The Yellow Bunny Disco” was a rejected shirt design (the 
rabbit); this logo was later used as a kind of convert protest emblem | printed for the companies shop crew 
against the poor treatment of the employees. The “Cheerio” shirt was only printed once as a promo for my 
music graphics company “Artificial Happy” (it took thirteen Color Xerox transfer sheets to cover the shirt), 
concert shirts from the late 1980s for The Burbotz, The Blivets, and a Eugene Chadbourne concert held at 
The Coyote Club in Wichita (my band The Eberly Brothers opened for Eugene). 
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| created a radio show to promote a sculpture show that | was staging at Wichita State Universities 
McFarland Gallery. It took me two weeks to record the three-hour program. I'd hoped to have it aired 
on KMUW’'s late-night radio program “AfterMidnight” and In submitted the tape to the producer of 
the show, and he liked it. He gave me a time slot to run the pre-taped program at Midnight the night 
before the sculpture show | called “Life on Monster Island” opened. 


The radio program was called “Monster Island Radio” when the tape was finished the producer of 
AfterMidnight offered me a position on one of their 3 a.m. time slots, | was terrible at being an on-air 
deejay. But, the producer worked with me, he told me two things, first that my shows were very Hap 
Hazard. The second to pretend | was someone else, a person who could do anything, which 
resonated with me completely. | adopted the name Hap Hazard and launched my show as “Monster 
Island Radio” (even singing the theme song for the show). The is a logo that | designed based off of a 
dashboard hazard light button in a friends Volkswagen, David Sheets did the technical design, and 
he did this rendering for me. 
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